
        

 

Dressing for the Weather 

We still see students coming to school 

inappropriately dressed for the colder 

weather. Please ensure they come to school 

in layers. Students have three different 

outdoor recesses every day and must wear 

appropriate cold weather attire. See weather 

guidelines for children on page 6.  

Flu Shots 

The deadline for the submission of flu 

vaccination records is exactly one week from 

today. Vaccination records are required by 

DoDEA for continued enrollment every 

school year. If documentation is not received 

by December 1st, there may be a risk the 

student may not attend school until the 

documentation is provided. 

Student Council’s Angel Tree 

Our students know firsthand how difficult it 

can be to have a parent or family member 

deployed over the holidays and have come 

up with a way to help by creating an Angel 

Tree. They will make tags for each child and 

place them on  the Angel Tree located in the 

lobby of the school office in Bldg. 93. We ask 

that parents, staff members, and community 

member select one or more angel, buy the 

present, and put the present under the tree. 

The presents will be distributed to families 

before school dismisses for the winter break. 

Thank you for your generosity to our own 

families! 

After-School Clubs 

After-school clubs have started! We have 

six after-school clubs for various grade levels 

meeting on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Thursdays. See specific description of each 

club on page 4. 

Green School Initiative 

Do you know that we have our own 

pumpkin garden, butterfly garden, and insect 

hotel on campus? These projects are part of 

our Green School Initiative that has been in 

place for several years now. We want to take 

care of our school, our students, and our 

environment. We have three goals. The first 

goal is to reduce the environmental impact 

and costs, the second is to improve the 

health and wellness of students and staff, 

and the third is to educate our community on  

effective environmental and sustainable 

practices. 

We are thrilled that the cafeteria finally 

brought back the metal cutlery for which was 

stopped during COVID. The reusable 

utensils will help reduce the single-use 

plastic cutlery which can go a long way in 

saving our environment. 

From all of us at Feltwell Elementary, 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 The Principal’s Pen 
                 Dr. Bernadette Schlueter 
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Catherine Bridston 

Office Automation 

 

 

School Address: 

APO: Unit 5108 APO AE 09461-5108 

Physical: RAF Feltwell, Bldg. 93,  

Thetford, Norfolk, UK IP26 4HG 

 

School Hours: 0830—1500 

Office Hours: 0800—1600 

 

Phone Numbers: 

School Office: DSN 226-7062 

Commercial: +44 1638 527003 

Registrar: DSN 226-7004 

Bus Office: DSN 226-7013 

Cafeteria: +44 1842 828088 

Second grade teachers, students, and some parents got 

together to celebrate Thanksgiving in their classrooms 

on November, 22, 2023. 
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Student Support Services 
Student Support Services (SSS) is an integral part of the total 

education program. The SSS staff members at each DoDEA school 

partner with parents, community, students and other educators to 

assist in creating an educational environment conductive of 

academic, personal, social and career growth. 

Student Support Services staff members are extensively involved 

in implementing programs that support DoDEA Community Strategic 

Goal 1: Student Excellence -  to challenge each student to maximize 

his or her potential and to excel academically, socially, emotionally 

and physically for life, college and career readiness. 

Contact any of the educators to talk about the progress of your 

child in his/her program, or to inquire about how these teachers’ 

programs will benefit your child: firstname.lastname@dodea.edu. 

Reading Support:   Ellen Fox-Blake 

Math Support:    Terri Tomassi 

Advanced Academic Programs  

and Services:    Aimee Guignon 

School Psychologist:   Karen Marchini 

School Counselor   Vanessa Soito 

Learning Impairment:   Andrea Rossman 

     Shea Harrell 

     Ashley Garlow 

English for Speakers of  

Other Languages (ESOL)   Tommie Boland 

Speech Therapy   Erica Falconbury 

Speech & Language Assessor  Kimberly Gutierrez 

SPED Assessor   Dawn King 

CSC Clerk    Ashlyn Potenzone 

MFLC Counselor (call 0747-1098487) Osa Holmes 

Registrar’s Rolls 

School Liaison Officer 
       Susan Ratkovsky 
 

The School Liaison helps Advocate, 

Advise, and Alliance Build for our 

Families, Schools, and US/UK communities. 

School Support Services: 

• Military Unit Partnerships 

• Youth Resources 

• Positive Student Transitions 

• PCSing In  

• PCSing Out 

• Post High School Opportunities 

• Scholarship Information 

• Address Additional Educational Issues Impacting 

Military Children 

Please feel free to contact me or the assistant school 

liaison by phone at DSN 226-5077 or 5078 Commercial: 

01638525077 or by email at 48MSG.CCL.SLO@us.af.mil 

Follow us on Facebook at RAF Lakenheath Mildenhall 

School Liaison Office or on 48MSG Sharepoint 

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FeltwellES/  

Attendance Action 
            

The school day begins at 8:30am. If your child arrives to 

school at 8:30 am and beyond, they will be considered late. 

All students must be accompanied by their parents to the 

Main Office window to be signed in. Any unaccompanied 

students will not be excused, and parents will receive a phone call.  

We would love all our hedgehogs to be happy and 

healthy, but we know that illnesses can happen. When 

your child is ill or has medical appointments that will 

require them to miss school, please contact the 

Attendance Clerk at 01638527003 option 1. 

Additionally, please follow the DoDEA Return to School Guidelines 

pertaining to illnesses in students.  

If your family will be planning a vacation during the 

school year or are going to take advantage of some of 

the longer weekends, please fill out the Preplanned 

Absence Form with the Front Office/Attendance Clerk. 

This form must be on file 3 days prior to the time 

missed. You can call the Attendance Clerk at 01638527003 option 1 

for more information.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/RafLakenheathMildenhallSchoolLiaisonOffice/
https://www.facebook.com/RafLakenheathMildenhallSchoolLiaisonOffice/
https://www.facebook.com/FeltwellES/
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Nurse’s Notes         

              Lauren Judge, RN 

 

 

 
 

Flu shot reminder 

 There are only a few days remaining before we hit the 

December 1st deadline for flu vaccines!  

The clinic is open Monday through Friday from 0730-1630, 

closed Thursday/Friday this week for the holiday.  

 It is a requirement for enrollment that your child receive the 

flu vaccine, or have a waiver filed each year for religious or 

medical reasons. 

Please email me a copy of your child’s record if they’ve had 

the vaccine this flu season. 

Have a wonderful holiday weekend!! 

Visit our official website at  https://www.dodea.edu/FeltwellES/  

The cafeteria brought back metal cutlery for school lunch and 

breakfast. The reusable utensils will help reduce the single-

use plastic cutlery and to help save our environment. 

Counselor’s Corner 
                         Vanessa Soito 

Ways to practice 

perseverance 
Perseverance is a skill that we need throughout our lives. 

Perseverance is simply defined as not giving up in the face of 

challenges or disappointment. A child's ability to persevere is 

a predictor of their future success in accomplishing goals and 

overcoming obstacles.  

• Set small attainable goals to build stamina. This allows 

your child to meet small goals and build toward bigger 

goals  

• Normalize mistakes and use them as opportunities to 

grow 

• Encourage a growth mindset  

• Discuss feelings and strategies with your child when 

challenges arise  

• Provide praise and encouragement when your child is 

working toward something  

• Give them the opportunity to deal with minor setbacks 

Thenoux, F. (2022, December 16). 5 ways to practice 

perseverance as a family. PBS. https://www.pbs.org/parents/

thrive/5-ways-to-practice-perseverance-as-a-family%20 

 

https://www.dodea.edu/FeltwellES/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/5-ways-to-practice-perseverance-as-a-family%20W
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/5-ways-to-practice-perseverance-as-a-family%20W
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After-School Club Schedule 

5th Grade Science 
In this science activity, Ms. Mako’s fifth-grade students are investigating how 

plants get the food they need. They observed what happened to the wheat 

seeds they planted, some were placed in a lighted area and others were placed 

in the dark. Do you know what plants need to get the food they need? 

5th Grade Math 
Fifth graders showed off the  gift certificates 

they received for answering the math 

challenges. 

Date Time Event Location   
November 29 Accelerated Withdrawal Date with PCS 

December 6 0845 - 1115 4
th
 & 5

th
 Grade Math and ELA Interim Assessments 

December 4 CCR Professional Learning Day – No School for Students 

December 5 – 8 PTO Santa Store 

December 11 – 15 PTO Spirit Week 

December 18 Winter Recess 

January 2 School Resumes 

Club Sponsor Club Description Grade  Meeting Day Time Start Date End Date 

Student  

Council 

Mrs. Guerin/

Mrs. Harrell 

Students collaborate to help identify needs and make 

impact on their school community. 

4 & 5 Tuesdays 1510 - 

1600 

10/24 TBD 

 

National 

Elementary 

Honor Society 

 

Mrs. Guerin 

NEHS is a student organization that recognizes and 

promotes Scholarship, Responsibility, Leadership, and 

Service. Students who are identified can apply for ac-

ceptance. 

4 & 5  

Thursdays 

 

1610 - 

1700 

 

November 

  

TBD 

 

 

 

Robotics Club 

 

 

 

Mrs. Ching 

This club focuses on FIRST Lego League's 6 CORE 

values of Discovery, Impact, Inclusion, Innovation, 

Teamwork and FUN! Students work in pairs to engineer 

and program their Lego SPIKE PRIME robot. Then, the 

teams learn the Engineering Design Process and com-

plete missions. Teams participate in the Europe Robot-

ics Competition against other teams of students in 4th-

8th grades. 

 

 

 

 

4 & 5 

 

 

 

 

Mondays 

 

 

 

1500 - 

1615 

 

 

 

 

10/16/2023 

 

 

 

 

03/18/2024 

STEM/

Gardening 

Club 

Mrs. Noorlun STEM Club is an after school program that will be focus-

ing on engineering with recyclable materials and hope-

fully some early coding/robotics! 

 

2 & 3 

 

Mondays 

 

1500 - 

1600 

 

11/06/2023 

 

TBD 

 

Positive Vibe 

Tribe Yoga 

Club 

 

Mrs. Ching 

Positive Vibe Tribe is a yoga and mindfulness club for 

our younger hedgehogs. Club members learn founda-

tional yoga skills as well as mindfulness strategies to 

support personal health and wellbeing. 

 

K & 1 

 

Mondays & 

Thursdays 

 

1500 - 

1545 

 

04/01/2024 

 

05/30/2024 

 

Hedgehog 

Singers 

 

Mr. 

Normington 

Students learn to properly use their voices to collabora-

tively create sing music from multiple genres. Students 

will also learn about proper body posture, musical termi-

nology, how to read music, and if time add instruments 

into the mix. 

 

 

4 & 5 

 

 

Thursdays 

 

0730 - 

0820 

 

 

10/09/2023 

 

 

04/30/2024 



Like the Feltwell Hedgehogs PTO page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/165801543483018/  
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PTO and SAC  

Parent Teacher Organization 

SY 2023-2024 Board 
 

 President   Elizabeth Murray 

 Vice President  Sarah Vaughan 

 Secretary   Caroline Arriaga 

 Treasurer   Karyssa Burton  

Feltwell Elementary PTO meets in person once a 

month. Follow their Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/groups/165801543483018/ for 

more information. 

School Advisory Committee 

SY 2023-2024 Board 
 Chair:             Laura Sullivan   

     Vice Chair:      Romelo Ballesteros-Burkett 

 Secretary:         VACANT 

 IAC Representatives: 

 Parent   VACANT 

 Teacher   Lori Blanke 

 Teacher   Ellen Fox-Blake       

Email: feltwellessac@gmail.com 

 Upcoming meetings:   January 4, 2024 

     March 7, 2024 

     May 9, 2024 

1530 - 1630 at the conference room  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165801543483018/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165801543483018/
mailto:feltwellessac@gmail.com


Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FeltwellES/  
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School Vision Statement: 
Foster a positive community that values and inspires students to be 

responsible, respectful, and curious lifelong learners.  
 

School  Purpose Statement: 
I am calm. I am respectful. 

I am responsible. I am ready to learn.  
 

SMART Objectives 
Mathematics: 

 By the end of SY 2023-2024, Feltwell Elementary School Grades 

3-5 will increase the percentage of students scoring at the meets/

exceeds performance levels from 43% to 48% AND decrease the 

percentage of students in the did not meet or partially met the 

performance levels from 23% to 20% over two years from current 

performance SY 2021-2022 as reported on DoDEA’s CCRSL 

summative assessment. 

Literacy: 

By the end of SY 2023-2024, Feltwell Elementary School Grades 

3-5 will increase the percentage of students scoring at the meets/

exceeds performance levels from 57% to 62% AND decrease the 

percentage of students in the did not meet or partially met the 

performance levels from 16% to 13% over two years from current 

performance SY 2021-2022 as reported on DoDEA’s CCRSL 

summative assessment. 

 

Theory of Action 
If we increase access and equity to rigor for all students, then 

students in Europe West will show improved educational outcomes 

and teachers will intentionally plan for student success. 

Europe Regional 

& District Focus: 

The Big Four 

1. Excellent Instruction 

2. Focused Collaboration 

3. Learning Walkthrough 

4. DoDEA Comprehensive 

Assessment System 

2nd Cup of Coffee Meeting 
DoDEA administrators met with parents to share 

information and answer questions during the 2nd Cup of 

Coffee Meeting held on November 15, 2023. 

Focused Collaboration 2nd Cycle 
Grade level teams are working on new or continued SMART 

goals for the second cycle of Focused Collaboration. During 

Focused Collaboration, teachers choose specific data-driven 

interventions and monitor their impacts on student progress 

over a period of time. 

District and School Leadership Meeting 
Teacher leaders talked about school-wide interventions and 

the resulting data as well as next steps  on the school’s two-

year School Action Plan during a meeting with Europe West 

Community Superintendent Dr. Tonya Laliberte on November 

21, 2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/FeltwellES/

